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Battle· of 
UFO.·_titillls 
sets :· .dQwn 
in Boston· 

By STEPHANIE SCHOROW . 

(:all thi!' a close en­
counter of the academic 
kind : Two of the biggest 
narneg in alien abduction 
�quming oft' over the 
most dh·ish·e issue in UFO 
rese�m:h. 

No, not whether alien 
abduction� ar-e real. That 
wa.� a g-h·en for mo�t of 

.th<' cr-om1 packing the John 
Hancock Hall Fr-iday 

Turn to Page 12 



UFos· abduct Hub's attention 
' 

From Page 1 . � . · �-

night in what moderator Chris- . 
topher Lyrlon called "our own .'· 
Berkeley Street 'X"Files.' '' ! 

The real is.c;ue dividing John 
Mack, a Harvard psychiatrist, 
from Budd Hopkins, author of 
three books on the phenomenon, 
was this: 

What the heck do these 
aliens think they're doing? 

Prodding, poking, probing 
abductees. Tenifying them. Giv­
ing them moments of great joy 
- then messing with their memo-
ries. Hopkins' voice shook with BUDD HOPKINS JOHN MACK 
fury when he described how some L 1 

· 

aliens tell their captors that 
eary o alien motives ;t Aliens want to help 

· they are their real parents. 
"The aliens are extremely Research, w·hich was founded care of our fragile world. Aliens 

deceptive and operate in a cove1t by Mack. "are making a �esperate eff01t 
manner," Hopkins said, as the Mack, a Pulitzer Plize-win- to communicate something about 

·sound system crackled and ning biographer, raised eyebrows us to ourselves," he said. 
wailed. "We can't trust what even within Harvard's arched "John is idealist," Hopkins 
the aliens are saying." walls over his bestseller, "Abduc- said. Abductees are often heavy 

Mack, however, said he has tion: Hurnan Encounters with smokers and if the \'isions are 
seen abductees who were trans- Aliens," which suggests alien ab- ecological warnings, "they've 

formed by the experience, who cluctees might Just be telling failed miserably." 
· 

formed a spilitual bond with the the t!Uth. Hopklns, an artist, ha." Mack insists experienccrs 
bcingg ._r111 who bitllgv('(l th 'Y been intervie\\'ing alxluctees he's u•euted have been illspired 

wer ti'Ying to help m:.ko lbl lOt· 20 yl!a�. althl)i.IJth ho's drnwn bt1come �n�ironmentllll,y ncth·e; 
eatthlings better. t1ra tor hla use of hypnOJiiJI and Hopkln11 retorted thRt wu11 }ll'Oh· 

"We're on the edge or some- suggestion. ably due to Mack's therapy. 

thing that is rich, vast, and we Their discussion attracted Hopklns suggests that aliens 

don't even admit exists in this several hundred t111e believers, 1-1how such images to gauge hu-

country," Mack said. no�believers and wanna.be- man reactions. "They are ex-

If they're here to heal u�. "I ·--- - be�eve�'S, su�h �the trio of\.20- tremely curious about human 

don't like their bedside manner" somethmg gtrlfriends. One ood emotions and intetior life which 

Hopkins remarked. 
' SE!en a UFO as a child ·with her· they don't seem to have them-

The dialogue between Mack sister: "My sister's always talk- selves," Hopkins said. (Paging · 
and Hopkins was sponsored by ing ,about it, I'm always playing it Mr. Spock.) 
the Camblidge-based Program down,'' she said. Her friend had The question-and-answer 
for Extraordinary Expt>rience read just about every book on the session was anything but, <lomi-

subject. The third was along for nated by personal testimonie1-1 
the tide. on abductions and rambling state-

While Mack and Hopk�ns are ments. One man, in the style of 
not exactly at opposite ends of the an old-time preacher, announced 
abcluctee debate, their differ- the Bible urged us to fight 
ence in style was apparent e\'cn against aliens. "Are you ready fo1 
as they sat on the stage .:.._ the that?" he thundered. 
white-haired Hopkins was beam- Hopkins said, gently, "1 think 
ing, affable and relaxed; Mack John and I are ready to do the 
was intense, acerbic and a corn- best we can.'' 
pulsive note-taker. A young man asked eagel'ly 

Host Lydon, the National if the pair knew of people who ac-
Public Radio icon, needled more tually wanted to get abducted . 
than challenged: "How are by aliens. "Yes," Hopkins said 
these different from Elvis sight- cheerfully, "but I've never been 
ings?" was about the most diffi- able to arrange it." 
cult question he posed. Asked if aliens, being techno-

Well, Elvis sightirigs have a logically superior, were among us, 
purpose: to prove the King's alive. Mack, a bit impatiently s�tid it 
Mack and Hopkins both say would be impossible to tell; he 
they aren't sw·e just what the hadn't seen any little bald-

· 

aliens are doing on the third headed men with big eyes nm-
rock from the sun. ning around Boston lately (h<> 

For example, abductees or 
· 

didn't mention CambJidge), al-
"expeliencers'' report that aliens though, he conceded, there 
often show them terrifyng have been reports of aliens <lis-
images of the Earth devastatecl guising themselves in hat and 
by pollution and other human coats. 
disasters. l\Iat:k said these image1-1. Afterward, several audience . 
which could be of the aliens' membet'S griped that the dialogue 
own ravaged home world, may be was a bit heavy on the academic 
to encourage us to take bettE>r jargon. "You had to take UFO 1 

'----�----------. to understand what they were 1 

saying," said the woman who said 
she had seen a UFO. 

"I can tell you all about that 
Rtufl','' piped up her fliend. 

"Tonight, we're going to get a 
beer," her companion said. LJ 


